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Recommendations 

1: That the Government of Canada establish a $25 million over three years Climate, 
Culture and Community Resilience Fund to support cultural infrastructure that 
strengthens climate adaptation, disaster preparedness, public participation, and 
community resilience. 

2: That the Government of Canada formally integrate arts, culture, and 
community-based creative practice into federal climate policy, including Canada’s 
National Adaptation Strategy, emissions reduction planning, biodiversity strategies, 
emergency preparedness frameworks, and just transition initiatives. 

3: That the Government of Canada establish an interdepartmental mechanism 
connecting Environment and Climate Change Canada, Canadian Heritage, Health 
Canada, Public Safety Canada, Natural Resources Canada, and Infrastructure Canada to 
ensure cultural infrastructure is embedded in national climate preparedness and 
resilience planning. 

4: That the Government of Canada prioritize support for community-led cultural 
initiatives in regions disproportionately impacted by climate change and economic 
transition, including northern, Indigenous, rural, coastal, and resource-dependent 
communities. 
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SCALE-LeSAUT welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the Standing Committee on 
Finance’s pre-budget consultations and to highlight a critical gap in Canada’s climate response: 
the absence of cultural infrastructure within national climate policy. 

Canada’s Climate Response Is Missing Critical Civic Infrastructure 

Canada continues to treat climate change primarily as a technological, industrial, and physical 
infrastructure challenge. Investments in clean energy, emissions reduction, critical minerals, 
and climate adaptation are necessary—but they are insufficient on their own. 

Climate change is also reshaping how people live, work, care for one another, recover from 
disasters, respond to loss, and participate in major economic and environmental transitions. It 
is a public health challenge, a social cohesion challenge, and a cultural challenge. 

In 2026, the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe released a policy brief 
identifying arts and culture as essential climate-health infrastructure. The report found that 
arts and cultural participation help communities translate complex climate science into forms 
people can act on, strengthen social cohesion, support mental health, help communities 
process trauma and climate grief, and build collective agency for adaptation and resilience.1 

The report concludes that climate mitigation and adaptation cannot be achieved through 
technical measures alone—they require cultural change alongside ecological transition.2 

This reflects a broader international policy shift. Ireland’s Creative Climate Action Fund 
provides one of the clearest examples of dedicated public investment in cultural climate 
infrastructure through joint funding between culture and environment ministries.3 UNESCO has 
also called for governments to integrate culture into climate policy, and culture was formally 
included in the UN Climate Action Agenda in advance of COP30.4 

Canada has not yet built comparable capacity. 

This gap becomes particularly visible during wildfires, floods, extreme heat events, forced 
displacement, and economic transition in resource-dependent regions—where communities 

4 UNESCO, Culture and Climate Change: 
https://www.unesco.org/en/climate-change/culture 
UNESCO, Culture at COP30: Culture Moves to the Heart of Global Climate Action: 
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/culture-cop30 

3 Creative Ireland, Creative Climate Action Fund: 
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-climate-action 

2 Ibid. 

1 World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe, Role of the Arts and Culture in Addressing the 
Health Impacts of Climate Change (2026): 
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2026-13261-53035-82772 

2 

https://www.unesco.org/en/climate-change/culture?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/culture-cop30
https://www.creativeireland.gov.ie/en/creative-climate-action
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2026-13261-53035-82772


require not only technical solutions, but trusted mechanisms for communication, participation, 
recovery, and long-term resilience. 

Recommendation 1: Establish a Climate, Culture and Community Resilience Fund 

Canada needs dedicated federal investment in community-level cultural infrastructure that 
strengthens resilience before, during, and after climate disruption. 

This fund would support: 

●​ climate communication initiatives 
●​ community adaptation projects 
●​ disaster preparedness and recovery initiatives 
●​ climate mental health and resilience programming 
●​ biodiversity engagement 
●​ place-based just transition initiatives 

The WHO found that arts-based approaches improve public understanding of climate risk while 
helping communities process anxiety, trauma, and uncertainty associated with environmental 
disruption.5 

These investments should be understood as preventative resilience measures that reduce 
long-term social and economic costs. 

Recommendation 2: Integrate culture into federal climate policy 

Arts and culture should be formally integrated into: 

●​ Canada’s National Adaptation Strategy 
●​ emissions reduction planning 
●​ biodiversity frameworks 
●​ emergency preparedness planning 
●​ disaster recovery planning 
●​ just transition policy 

The WHO explicitly recommends embedding arts and culture within existing climate and health 
frameworks rather than treating them as peripheral activities.6 

6 World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe (2026): 
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2026-13261-53035-82772  

5WHO Regional Office for Europe, Role of the Arts and Culture in Addressing the Health Impacts of 
Climate Change (2026) 
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2026-13261-53035-82772 
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Without cultural infrastructure, climate policy risks becoming technocratic and disconnected 
from the people expected to live through its consequences. 

Recommendation 3: Build interdepartmental coordination 

Climate impacts do not fall neatly within one department. 

Federal climate resilience requires coordination across: 

●​ Environment and Climate Change Canada 
●​ Canadian Heritage 
●​ Health Canada 
●​ Public Safety Canada 
●​ Natural Resources Canada 
●​ Infrastructure Canada 

This coordination should ensure that community participation, social resilience, and cultural 
infrastructure are treated as core components of national preparedness. 

Recommendation 4: Support communities experiencing disproportionate disruption 

Climate impacts are not distributed equally. Northern communities, Indigenous communities, 
coastal communities, rural communities, and regions dependent on extractive industries are 
already facing disproportionate disruption. 

These communities often require locally grounded approaches that help residents navigate 
economic transition, environmental loss, displacement, and uncertainty. 

Creative and cultural practices frequently provide trusted mechanisms for dialogue, knowledge 
sharing, community participation, and recovery. 

Federal climate policy should recognize and support this role. 

 

In closing 

Canada cannot build climate resilience through engineering, extraction policy, and emergency 
response systems alone. 

Meeting climate targets will require public trust, behavioural change, community resilience, 
and the ability to navigate profound social transformation. 

These are civic capacities. 
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Global institutions are increasingly recognizing that arts and culture are essential components 
of climate resilience infrastructure. 

Canada should do the same. 

 

****************** 

 

About SCALE-LeSAUT 

SCALE-LeSAUT (Sectoral Climate Arts Leadership for the Emergency) is a national arts and 
climate organisation working to embed arts and culture into Canada’s response to the climate 
emergency. We convene artists, cultural organisations, researchers, and communities to 
strengthen climate engagement, support sector-wide resilience, and connect cultural practice 
to national climate priorities. 

Our work includes developing a national climate framework for the arts and culture sector, 
partnerships with national arts service organisations and scientific research teams, and 
place-based initiatives in communities experiencing the impacts of climate disruption and 
economic transition. This includes ongoing work in northern Alberta supporting artist-led 
engagement in regions shaped by oil sands extraction. 

Through this work, we see consistently that technical climate policy alone does not produce 
the conditions required for effective public participation, adaptation, or transition. 
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